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in democratising countries used their power to support 

or undermine institutions built or reformed in line with 

international policy prescriptions.

backed democracy promotion in the policies of western 

that the creation of democratic institutions at the top 

comprise the apparatus of elections, assemblies and 

parties familiar from democracy promotion policies, 

while the latter focuses on the political context within 

which these operate—a context of informal structures of 

argued that the design of new institutions would elicit 

who would increasingly adapt their political strategies 

possible.

The second thesis that encouraged democracy 

promotion policies was the democratic peace thesis. 

This links democracy to peace, drawing upon Kantian 

arguments that autonomous rational actors will not go to 

war, because it is not in their interests, and that democracy 

Peace

democratic peace theory to assert: 

“There is an obvious connection between democratic 

practices—such as the rule of law and transparency in 

and security in any new and stable political order.”  

(Boutros-Ghali, 1995).

Throughout the 1990s, increasingly complex political 

settlements sponsored by international organisations to 

as a means to cement peace. This concern transformed 

democracy promotion into a declared national security 

This attitude encouraged the deployment of 

assisting with drafting laws, establishing institutions 

Democratic 
Governance and the 
Challenges of ‘Hybridity’
Caroline Hughes, Joakim Öjendal  and Kimchoeun Pak 
discuss the conceptual evolution of democratisation, 
and the concept of hybridity as a governance system.*

democratisation, followed by the concept of hybridity as 

from 2007 to 2010.

The Third Wave

Transitions from 

Authoritarianism turned the study of democratisation 

in prompting transitions to democracy.

The idea that transitions to democracy could be 

represented a new departure in an area of political science 

that had long been dominated by a focus on structural 

preconditions and the 

prompted new research agendas that focused less on the 

at the grass roots and more on the ways in which elites 
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and organising elections. This trend was reinforced by 

democratic procedures into political systems from outside 

legitimise new constitutional regimes in the aftermath of 

sponsored peace process in the 1990s.

around the world prompted the widespread use of 

was conceptualised as a process by which institutions of 

authoritarian or communist rule were replaced or reformed 

in line with the requirements of a limited polyarchy, 

participation in formulating political agendas and 

This emphasis on rules, procedures and institutions, 

renders the study of transitions unproblematic, shifting 

politics et

al.

tend to be circulated with little reference to the fact that in 

often function poorly in terms of mobilising enthusiastic 

and informed political participation.

Hybridity as a Divergent Transitional Outcome 

nature of institutions did not generate a democratic 

been put forward for this. 

Authoritarian disingenuity: some transitions were 

subsequently regarded as cosmetic affairs, in which elites 

offered a degree of liberalisation to assuage the concerns 

of donors, while ensuring that formal democratic 

institutions remained marginal to actual politics and 

consequently could not be used to empower a democratic 

politics at the grass roots. 

 other studies 

Inadequate or different political culture: culturally 

political culture to complement democratic institutions. 

opportunity result in patriarchal party systems that limit 

Inadequate sense of political community:

argument in these terms, they suggest that the crucial 

from formal, national democratic institutions, which are 

Inadequate type of democracy promoted:

of democracy widely promoted in the South, based upon 

institutions tailored to the needs of global capital and 

appealing in the eyes of the poor. This type of democracy 

local demands for broader social reform, and leads to 

alienation on the part of the public, whose expectations of 
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society:

weak and imported democratic institutions may be 

of democracy encourages elites to use such notions of 

community as a means of political mobilisation—this can 

lead to collision of mobilised identities, undermining of 

traditional authority structures and erosion of community 

where imported political models and indigenous cultural 

conditions are interacting and adapting to each other, 

unsurprisingly promotes political turbulence.

This position is echoed in critiques of the democratic 

transition, including transition towards democracy, 

consolidated democracies or consolidated autocracies 

The disastrous effects of elections during the peace 

died after the peace accords were signed than before, 

offset the successful use of elections to legitimise new 

in the places where elections were used successfully 

far less in the way of facilitating political participation, 

promoting respect for human rights and limiting the 

Applying the Concept of ‘Hybridity’ to Understand 

Democratic Development in Cambodia

certain forms of liberal democracy in terms of formal 

Key institutions are also not yet capable of defending 

key natural resources. A system operating through 

personalised chains of patronage is emerging, intertwined 

transposed onto a new context of free market mass 

democratic institutions and their effects on politics at the 

bottom, but also the nature of politics at the bottom and 

its effects on those institutions need to be examined and 

power and existing practices of political engagement at the 

understand and analyse the dynamics and implications 

of the coexistence of, and relations between, formal and 

processes, rationally and culturally informed arrangements 

Institutional development

the state. The inner workings of the state, distributions 

of power and the functioning of different sets of actors 

within would be targeted for study. A special focus 

would be placed on the implementation and contexts of 

Approaching these issues in a hybrid system, the research 

technical and political and rational and cultural aspects of 

redistribute resources, and conceptualise and defend the 

State-society relations and their intermediaries

determined not only by institutional arrangements but also 

large body of literature shows the gap between rulers and 

ruled as the main historical shortcoming in producing a 

on the ways in which state actors understand their role, 

intermediaries and how this affects their formulation and 
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a focus on transparency, accountability, representation 

consideration of the relationship of these characteristics 

to formal regulations and procedures, the informal 

patterns of interaction between state, society and their 

Civic engagement

ability of the state to perform its functions. 

Conclusion

also upon the interaction between state and social forces 

social change is prompted by, and in turn produces, 

make choices and participate in both formal and informal 

types of engagement with the state must examine not 

only the formal rules and procedures, but also the norms 

and community culture shape those preferences. 
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